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and doors will open where once there were only walls.
Joseph Campbell





The call to 
adventure is the 
point in the hero’s 
life when they are 
given notice that 
everything is 
going to change, 
whether they 
know it or not. 



Take the blue pill 
and the story 
ends . . . 

Take the red pill 
and you stay in 
Wonderland, 
and I show you 
how deep the 
rabbit-hole goes. 



Begin to 
write and 
the known 
lands are 
left far 
behind.



Once you 
commit to the 
quest, 
consciously or 
unconsciously, 
guides and 
magical helpers 
will appear. 



 ‘You need a room to write 
in, a room with a door. You 
have to treat it like a job. 
You have to show up and if 
you do, sooner or later the 
muse will too.’

Stephen King



 Show up

 Non-judgment

 Meditation 
Music/Dance

 Ritual Routine

 Dreams

 Physical Exercise

 Food

 Reading

 Good Vibes

 Clear a Space
Evoking the Muse

http://www.falconastrology.com/writers_muse.html


 Aurealis Awards

 Amazon.com

 Galaxy Books

 A writer goes on 
a journey

 Clan Destine

http://www.aurealisawards.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.galaxybooks.com.au/
http://awritergoesonajourney.com/
http://awritergoesonajourney.com/
http://www.clandestine-books.com.au/


•Black 
•Specusphere
•Aurealis Xpress
•Yahoo Directory
•FANGtastic Fiction
•Andromeda Spaceways

http://www.blackmag.com.au/
http://www.aurealis.com.au/
http://www.aurealis.com.au/
http://au.dir.yahoo.com/Arts/Humanities/Literature/Genres/Science_Fiction_and_Fantasy/Magazines/
http://www.fangtastic.com.au/
http://www.andromedaspaceways.com/


 Twitter

 Blogger

 Linkedin

 FaceBook

 Wordpress

 Live Journal

 Infinitas Forum

 Voyager Forum

 Authonomy Forum

http://twitter.com/
http://www.blogger.com/
http://www.linkedin.com/
http://www.facebook.com/
wordpress
http://www.livejournal.com/
http://www.infinitas.com.au/forums/
http://www.infinitas.com.au/forums/
http://www.infinitas.com.au/forums/
http://www.voyageronline.com.au/default.cfm
http://www.authonomy.com/Forum/Default.aspx




 2010 QUT 
Postgraduate 
Creative Writing 
Prize

 2010 Katharine 
Susannah 
Prichard 
Speculative 
Fiction Award

 ABR Short Story 
Competition

http://www.creativeindustries.qut.edu.au/study/areas/creative-writing-literary-studies/attachments/2010_pg_cover.pdf
http://www.creativeindustries.qut.edu.au/study/areas/creative-writing-literary-studies/attachments/2010_pg_cover.pdf
http://www.creativeindustries.qut.edu.au/study/areas/creative-writing-literary-studies/attachments/2010_pg_cover.pdf
http://www.creativeindustries.qut.edu.au/study/areas/creative-writing-literary-studies/attachments/2010_pg_cover.pdf
http://kspf.iinet.net.au/2010sci-fi.pdf
http://kspf.iinet.net.au/2010sci-fi.pdf
http://kspf.iinet.net.au/2010sci-fi.pdf
http://kspf.iinet.net.au/2010sci-fi.pdf
http://kspf.iinet.net.au/2010sci-fi.pdf
http://www.australianbookreview.com.au/competitions/short-story-competition
http://www.australianbookreview.com.au/competitions/short-story-competition
http://www.australianbookreview.com.au/competitions/short-story-competition


 This is when 
you know you 
have left the 
old life behind 
and are truly 
committed to 
the journey, 
wherever it 
takes you.





 Bothersome 
Words

 Dramatically 
Correct 

 Manuscript 
Appraisal 
Agency

http://www.bothersomewords.com/
http://www.bothersomewords.com/
http://www.dramaticallycorrect.com.au/
http://www.dramaticallycorrect.com.au/
http://www.manuscriptagency.com.au/
http://www.manuscriptagency.com.au/
http://www.manuscriptagency.com.au/


 Clarion South

 Varuna House

 Friday Pitch

 Hachette & QWC

 A&U QWC

 Writers festivals

 AussieCon4

http://www.clarionsouth.org/
http://www.varuna.com.au/
http://www.allenandunwin.com/default.aspx?page=462
http://www.qwc.asn.au/ProgramsProjects/NationalProgram/HachetteManuscriptDevelopmentProgram.aspx
http://www.qwc.asn.au/ProgramsProjects/NationalProgram/AllenUnwinManuscriptDevelopmentProgram.aspx
http://www.bclbooks.com.au/festivals.htm
http://www.aussiecon4.org.au/




This is the 
essential 
sales pitch 
for your 
work. Make 
it a ripper!

Simon Haynes

http://www.spacejock.com.au/SelfPublishing.html


WritersMarket.com

Aus WritersMarketplace

http://www.writersmarket.com/
http://www.awmonline.com.au/Home.aspx
http://www.awmonline.com.au/Home.aspx




 HarperCollins Australia 
 Voyager
 Hachette 
 Coeur de lion publishing
 Orbit
 Angry Robot
 Penguin Australia
 Puffin Books YA
 12th Planet Press
 Pan Macmillian Aus
 Simon & Schuster 
 Allen & Unwin - Friday Pitch
 Tor Books
 Gryphonwood Press

http://www.harpercollins.com.au/
http://www.voyageronline.com.au/default.cfm
http://www.hachette.com.au/
http://www.keithstevenson.com/coeurdelion/cdlindex.html
http://www.orbitbooks.net/2007/06/20/orbit-in-australia/
http://angryrobotbooks.com/
http://www.penguin.com.au/
http://www.penguin.com.au/PUFFIN/
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:Hfz3khqsaXoJ:www.twelfthplanetpress.com/+12th+Planet+Press&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=au&client=firefox-a
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:Hfz3khqsaXoJ:www.twelfthplanetpress.com/+12th+Planet+Press&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=au&client=firefox-a
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:Hfz3khqsaXoJ:www.twelfthplanetpress.com/+12th+Planet+Press&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=au&client=firefox-a
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:Hfz3khqsaXoJ:www.twelfthplanetpress.com/+12th+Planet+Press&cd=1&hl=en&ct=clnk&gl=au&client=firefox-a
http://www.panmacmillan.com.au/
http://www.panmacmillan.com.au/
http://www.simonandschuster.com.au/
http://www.allenandunwin.com/default.aspx?page=434
http://www.allenandunwin.com/default.aspx?page=434
http://www.allenandunwin.com/default.aspx?page=434
http://www.allenandunwin.com/default.aspx?page=434
http://www.tor.com/
http://www.gryphonwoodpress.com/


 Twitter

 Join forums

 Leave comments

 Discuss books

 The digital editors 

will notice your 
contributions!



The Robot Army

Authonomy

http://angryrobotbooks.com/robot-army/
http://www.authonomy.com/Forum/Default.aspx


 Becoming breezy 
with rejection means 
moving away from 
defence/despair and 
towards 
hope/awareness

 Spartan up!

 Every rejection 
brings you one step 
closer to 
publication!

-Rejection & Underpants 
Voyager Online

http://voyageronline.wordpress.com/2009/01/27/rejection-and-underpants-part-1-by-kim-falconer/


You'd have to be mad to self-publish 
fiction but niche markets are another 
thing . . . –Simon Haynes

Vanity Press is not the same as self-
publishing.  -Simon Crump

Publishing is a reality with Lulu. Tools 
and services to make publishing simple 
and the most options to sell your books.

IFWG Publishing is a Green POD (Print 
On Demand) Publisher 
and a Traditional Offset Publisher

Writing the book and getting it into print 
are the two easiest steps in the fiction 
publishing process. – Morris Rosenthal

Amazon.com

http://www.spacejock.com.au/SelfPublishing.html
http://www.spacejock.com.au/SelfPublishing.html
http://www.spacejock.com.au/SelfPublishing.html
http://www.spacejock.com.au/SelfPublishing.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/booksblog/2010/feb/04/vanity-self-publish
http://www.lulu.com/publish/index.php?cid=en_tab_publish
http://www.spacejock.com.au/SelfPublishing.html
http://www.spacejock.com.au/SelfPublishing.html
http://ifwgpublishing.weebly.com/index.html
http://www.spacejock.com.au/SelfPublishing.html
http://www.fonerbooks.com/2007/01/novel-approach-to-publishing-fiction.html
http://www.amazon.com/gp/seller-account/mm-summary-page.html?topic=200260520


 The liminal region is 
a virgin forest, an 
uncharted island or 
unexplored region of 
space.

 It is a state of mind 
where identity is 
temporarily 
suspended. 
Disorientation leads 
to transformation 
and self-
understanding. 



This is when 
the hero 
obtains her 
goal—the 
elixir of life, 
the holy 
grail, the 
partnership 
with a 
publisher



It is not 
uncommon 
for  heroes to 
find it 
difficult to 
come back to 
the everyday 
life after 
supping with 
the gods!



 Just as the hero may 
need guides to set 
out on the quest, 
often one is needed 
to bring the hero 
back home again.



This is 
transcendence 
where the hero 
becomes 
comfortable in 
both worlds, the 
inner world of 
creativity and the 
outer world of 
everyday life. 


