
Introduction to the Signs of the Zodiac

Aries - the Ram Keywords: I am
Aries is the first of the fire signs and the first of the cardinal signs, ruling the 
first house of the natural horoscope.The operative word is first. Aries is a 
strong indication of aptitude for directness, immediacy, and swift action. Here 
we have the knight in shining armor, the rescuer, the fighter, the adventurer, a 
pursuer after the goal unobtainable. The orientation is toward activities that 
help define the Self, thus the focus on me, myself and I. Action, leadership, 
independence! 

Taurus - the Bull - Keywords: I have
Taurus is the first of the earth signs and the first of the fixed signs, ruling the 
natural second house. The orientation is toward pleasure and peaceful 
gratification, away from pain and disruptive upheaval. Taurus has a powerful 
aptitude for bringing about sustained results, cultivating artistic appreciation 
and maintaining pragmatic business acumen. There is an innate knack for 
living the good life. Taurus may well be the expert on comfort, repose and 
delectability. With this sign, sensuality is a must! 

Gemini - the Twins Keywords: I think
Gemini is the first of the air signs and the first of the mutable signs, ruling the 
third house. The orientation is toward concepts, objectivity and exchange of 
information. The mutable quality makes the sign of the Twins quick-witted, 
curious and lightening fast to the point of restless. The natural inclination of 
Gemini is toward communication of all kinds—teaching, learning, reading, 
writing, speaking, word-processing or chatting over a cup of tea. From 
university lecturers to kindergarten teachers, from authors to counselors, this 
sign loves to give and receive on a mental level. Did I mention quicksilver? 

Cancer - the Crab Keywords: I feel
This is the first of the water signs and the second of the cardinal signs, linked 
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to the fourth house in the natural horoscope. The orientation is toward feeling, 
intuition and initiation through the emotions. The cardinal quality makes the 
sign of the crab powerful and stalwart in its ability to grab a belief, drive or 
project and hold on until the mission is accomplished. The natural inclination 
of Cancer is toward the sharing of genuine feelings from joy to sorrow, from 
agony to ecstasy. This is one of the few signs that is not afraid of pain. From 
musicians to chefs, scientists to mountain climbers, Cancer’s strength lies in 
the ability to plumb the feeling depths of the soul. In a word, nurturing.

Leo - the Lion Keywords: I will
The second of the fire signs and the second of the fixed signs, Leo the lion, 
king of the beasts has great stores of energy along with the ability to sustain 
whatever is initiated. This sign is associated with the expressive and romantic 
fifth house of the natural horoscope.The innate orientation of Leo is toward 
creativity, performance, allegiance, command and generosity. They have a 
flare for drama because, as with all the fire signs, they like to mythologize life. 
The ordinary is shunned in favor of a grander scale of existence (in heart and 
deed, if not in practicality).

Virgo - the Virgin Keywords: I analyze
The Sherlock Holmes of the zodiac, Virgo’s talents lie in an astute attention to 
detail, a relentless sense of pursuit and the ability to bring order to any puzzle 
presented. Ruled by the quick wit of Mercury, Virgo is the second of the earth 
signs and the second of the mutable signs, symbolized by the divine virgin/
harlot. This combination unites pragmatic sensibilities with a fluid and flexible 
approach. Virgo, who also links with the industrious sixth house of the natural 
horoscope, has them both. Any task, profession, art or trade that requires the 
skillful and detailed, discerning and critical approach will suit Virgo just fine. 
They tend to be judgmental, sometimes, although that is mainly due to the 
innate perceptions that compare and contrast with such lucid ease and 
necessity. This sign brings order to chaos, whether it is asked for or not.

Libra - the Scales Keywords: I balance
Libra is the second of the air signs and the third of the cardinal signs. This 
combination brings out an innate ability to initiate through objective 
reasoning, communication, and sense of what is fair and just, as represented 
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in their symbol, the scales. Libra also links to the partnering seventh house of 
the natural horoscope. This is the sign of the skilled statesman, the diplomat, 
the keeper of the peace though fairness, facilitation and if necessary, 
distraction. Libra above all wants to make everything nice, with everyone 
mingling happily and all their wishes fulfilled. That is, unless things go wrong. 
At that point, Libra can become the devil’s own and well-versed advocate, 
creating debate and animated discussions where once only daisies grew. 
Remember, the goal is balance.

Scorpio - the Scorpion, Snake, Eagle Keywords: I create
Scorpio is the second of the water signs and the third of the fixed signs. This 
combination brings out an innate ability to merge energy with others and 

create a lasting transformation. Scorpio also links to the mysterious eighth 
house of the natural horoscope. This is the sign of sex, death and change, 
the inevitable components of life. An emphasis in this sign can express in 
myriad ways, from doctors, especially emergency room and surgical 
specialists, health professionals, crisis counselors, ambulance drivers and 
therapists to secret agents, tax collectors, undertakers, sex workers and 
snake handlers. Scorpio above all wants to have intensity with others, and is 
willing to risk a great deal to achieve that goal. They can express themselves 
with great passion, through speaking, acting, writing, painting, dancing, and 
performing arts of all kinds. They don’t do it for the glory of it all, like Leo; they 
do it to take risks, to express and commune with power, to feel alive.

Sagittarius - the Archer Keywords: I explore
Sagittarius is the third of the fire signs and the third of the mutable signs. This 
goes a long way to describe the Archer’s abundant eagerness to embrace 
life, his love of new and extensive horizons and the burning desire to explore 
the unknown. Sagittarius also links to the philosophical ninth house of the 
natural horoscope. In this sign, explorations are a search for truth and 
meaning. Whatever Sagittarius does, it wants the feeling that goals and 
opportunities are boundless. A trapped, cornered or restricted Archer is not a 
happy sight. It is certainly not a fulfilled individual. But support the carefree, 
friendly, happy go lucky? Now we’re talking!

Capricorn - the Sea-goat Keywords: I build
Capricorn is the third earth sign and the fourth cardinal sign of the zodiac. 
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This helps explain the Sea-goat’s powers of initiation, ambition and 
aspiration. Capricorn also links to the career oriented tenth house of the 
natural horoscope. This sign is the builder of earthly dreams and ambitions, 
the cool and contained individual, the calculating and the aloof. This is also 
the sign of the mystic who delves into the inner exploration of self, the 
unconscious, and all things ancient and occult. Sometimes Capricorn is one 
or the other—mystic or pragmatist—but to be truly happy, he needs to work in 
both worlds. He also doesn’t mind struggling to reach a goal or maintain 
existence, whether admitted or not. And did I mention sensual. Oh my!

Aquarius - the Water-bearer Keywords: I know
Aquarius’ symbol, the Water-bearer, pours forth the knowledge, feelings and 
ideals of human nature without ever getting his own hands wet. This shows 
how Aquarius may be at times ‘cool’ in a social sense. He is more at home 
with the idea of camaraderie than actually hanging out with friends, yet still 
Aquarius disseminates wisdom and is an inflamer of ideals with genuine 
conviction and concern. Ruled traditionally by Saturn, the King of the Titans, 
and in the last century co-ruled by Uranus, god of the starry skies, Aquarius is 
the third of the air signs and the fourth of the fixed signs. This describes the 
Aquarian ability to grab an idea and hold on tight. Aquarius also links to the 
goal and group oriented eleventh house of the natural horoscope. Electric 
inspiration!

Pisces - the Fishes Keywords: I believe
Pisces people need to appreciate the poetic dreamer in the depths of their 
souls. They thrive by acknowledging their own mysteries side by side with 
more tangible aspects of life. Pisces may be a mathematician or a 
metallurgical engineer, but also must quench a thirst for spirit that can not be 
ignored without consequence. Those who do ignore the spirit may take other 
paths—the well-known propensity of this sign for drugs, alcohol and other 
abusive forms of escape. The Pisces symbol, Two Fishes swimming in 
opposite directions yet tied together exemplify this dichotomy—power in the 
real world, power in the spiritual world. Pisces must look to both.
Ruled traditionally by Jupiter, King of the Olympians, and more recently by 
Neptune, the King of the underwater realm, Pisces is the third of the water 
signs and the fourth of the mutable signs. This describes Pisces ability to 
move in and out of boundaries as if they were very thin veils. The intuition is 
strong, the emotions accessible, the psychic ability pronounced. Pisces also 
links to the mysterious twelfth house of the natural horoscope.
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Exercises

1) Learn to drawn the glyphs for the signs, planets and aspects. Follow the 
online tutorials for signs and planets and memorize these symbols.
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2) Remember the signs are not linear. They run in the natural horoscope form 
0 Aries on the Ascendant all the around, counter clockwise, to Pisces at 330 
degrees. 

3) Exercise: Create a Pinterest mood board for the astrological houses. 
When you see images that make you think of any of the twelve signs, pin 
them to your ‘Zodiac’ board and say which sign they represents why. Collect 
representations of the zodiac symbols, people, landscapes, films, books, 
affirmations, quotes, whatever works for you. You can also keep a notebook 
and build up a reference list. 
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